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"Bookmobile"  is  a  comparatively  new  word  in  our  American  language.  Call 
it  a  book  van,  or  a  book  truck,  if  you  like,-  it's  still  a  rolling  library,  bringy 
ing  books  regularly  from  county  or  regional  headquarters  out  to  the  remote  country 
districts. 

The  bookmobile,  together  with  the  newer  (or  growing)  library  system  called 
Q  county  or  regional  library,  is  making  it  easier  for  folks  on  the  back  roads  to 
get  books.    Since  many  people  could  not  get  to  the  library,  the  library  often  now 
goes  to  the  people.     Specialists  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  say  it's 
one  nore  evidence  of  the  great  change  in  people's  lives  effected  hy  the  automobile 
in  the  last  quarter  century. 

The  Bureau  has  studied  the  set-up  of  a  county  or  regional  library.  They 
find  it  is  quite  different  from  the  town  library  where  the  borrowers  can  come  and 
stay,  and  the  main  collection  of  books  is  permanent.     The  library  workers  of  a 
regional  library  often  go  out  with  the  bookmobile,  meet  and  talk  with  the  users, 
*ind  out  what  else  they  would  like  to  read,  and  possibly  arrange  to  get  special 
books  fro..;  the  main  library.    Borrowers  can  visit  the  shelves  inside  the  book- 
mobile and  make  their  own  selections  if  they  wish.     Some  bookmobiles  have  both 
inside  shelves  and  outside  shelves  that  are  covered  when  the  car  is  in  motion. 
j. he  regional  librarians  also  make  up  reading  lists  to  fit  particular  needs,  make 
arrangements  for  distribution  centers  and  responsible  persons  to  handle  the  books 
w»Uo  they  are  out,  and  attend  to  many  other  details. 


-  2  - 

Reading  projects  and  discussion  groups  recommended  by  extension  v;orkers 
c\.n  nako  headway  in  rural  districts,  only  insofar  as  they  can  get  the  reference 
notorial  needed  for  progressing  reading  and  study.     The  bookmobile  has  encouraged 
this  further  work.     It  has  also  encouraged  state-wide  reading  projects.    Radio  book 
clubs  and  other  educational  broadcasts  have  whetted  the  rural  appetite  for  more 
reading  matter.    Parent  education  meetings  result  iii  a  demand  for  library  books  on 
child  development  and  family  relationships.     Teachers  want  the  additional  books  to 
r.oke  study  more  interesting  and  valuable  to  their  pupils. 

Also  there's  a  demand  for  many  other  kinds  of  books.    A  little  of  everything 
Agricultural  information,  of  course.    Books  that  give  a  better  understanding  of 
current  social,  economic,  and  governmental  problems.     Of'  history,  biography,  or 
travel.    Stories.    Verse.     Good  prose,     "How-to-do-it"  books  that  tell  how  to  make 
or  repair  something.    Occasionally  such  books  start  hobbies  that  wind  up  as  profit- 
able side  lines,  like  that  of  a  man  who  now  raises  frogs  for  the  market,  or  the  one 
who  started  a  furniture  repair  shop,  after  reading  jooks  on  the  subject  and  doing 
over  his  own  belongings. 

Rural  organizations  often  want  books,  magazines,  plays,  and  sometimes 
pictures  and  phonograph  records  to  use  in  their  programs.     One  good  turn  deserves 
Mother,  and  these  organizations  often  let  the  library  use  their  offices  or  meet- 
ing halls  as  local  book  lending  centers. 

Schools  naturally  want  a  great  many  books  to  supplement  the  regular  text 
books,  and  the  school  house  is  a  convenient  and  suitable  center  for  distributing 
books  for  the  whole  community.     Teachers  say  that  children  who  get  the  reading 
tebit  progress  faster  in  their  studies  than  those  who  do  not  road  much. 

When  the  bookmobile  leaves  books  at  a  small  receiving  station  where  there  is 
no  librarian  to  ansv.'er  questions,  it  often  brings  reading  lists  on  definite  subject 
preparc<i  by  the  regional  librarian.    The  Oregon  State  Library  began  a  service  dur- 
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ing  the  depression  to  help  young  people  continue  their  education  when  they  were 

forced  to  leave  school,  and  supplied  lists  suited  to  their  needs.     The  service 

grew,  and  broadoned  its  scope  considerably.     Some  of  the  lists  and  books  went  to 

young  men  i:i  CCC  camps,  some  to  unemployed  young  petple,  others  to  farmers  and 

their  wives  living  in  isolated  places. 

So,  in  a  number  of  ways,  these  county  or  regional  libraries  are  serving 

rural  people  with  their  traveling  booh  trucks  and  in  other  ways,  for  in  many  areas 

r.ail  is  used  instead  of  a  truck,  and  postage  rates  on  books  are  very  low  now. 

But  students  of  the  subject  say  that  the  system  in  needed  in  many  more  places  than 
those  which  have  it.     Cut  of  3,000  counties  in  the  United  States,  only  400  have 
rublic  library  service  of  some  kind.     Nearly  39  million  rural  people  do  not  have 
pernanont  access  to  any  public  library  service. 

Of  course,  that  is  a  situation  which  can  be  solved  partly  by  the  rural  com- 
munities and  counties  themselves  when  they  recognize  the  need.     True,  it  takes 
"oney  to  supply  a  library  with  books,  to  house  the  books  and  the  library  workers, 
to  hire  a  well-trained  librarian,  and  to  buy  a  book  truck.    But  when  the  expense  is 
divided  up  among  a  number  of  communities ,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
estirnates  that  often  it  does  not  fall  very  heavily  on  any  one  group  of  citizens. 

ln  a11  types  of  cooperative  effort,  cos*-,  is  spread  out  enough  to  be  met  by  the 
individual  cooperating  units.     In  few  instances,  some  State  aid  is  available  to 
coianunities  on  a  "matching  basis,"  or  other  plan.    And  all  these  things  are  not 
needed  at  once.    There  are  economical  ways  of  carrying  books  and  of  providing 
local  distributing  centers  for  the  bocks,  —  through  schools,  club  rooms,  stores, 
or  even  private  homes. 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  written  a  report  on  starting  a 
regional  library.    The  American  Library  Associatior  helped  with  the  information, 
rfn  ch  also  describes  other  kinds  of  rural  library  services.    You  can  get  a  copy 
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free  by  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Ask  for  Farmers1  Bulletin 
1847-F. 

Meantime,  you  can  probably  get  books  while  the  county  or  regional  library 
is  developing,  or  while  you  are  thinking  about  developing  one,  if  you  are  willing 
to  take  a  little  trouble,  the  report  says.     You  may  have  a  state  library  agency 
that  can  send  individual  books  by  mail.     Or  it  may  lend  your  local  library  organi- 
zation one  small  traveling  collection  of  books  after  another,  if  you  find  a  good 
place  for  it  and  a  good  person  to  check  out  books  to  readers  and  to  send  the 
collection  back  again.     Then  you  might  start  a  book  club,  or  enroll,  with  some 
of  your  neighbors,  in  a  state  reading  project,  and  all  the  time,  keep  alive  in 
the  community  a  desire  for  an  ever-changing  supply  of  books. 

As  the  people  who  made  this  report  say,  "Our  democratic  ideal  of  equal 
educational  opportunity  for  all  cannot  be  fully  realized  until  this  easy  access 

to  rerding  materials  and  reading  guidance  is  available  to  all  citizens  rural 

as  well  as  urban." 
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